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46 beds available for medical care

Community Hospital wing completed
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In the planning for at
least two years before con
struction started in March
of lnst year, the expansion
adds 14 patient beds in the
new wing., in six private
rooms and four seml
private rooms. Also in the
new wing is a complete
physical therapy depart-
meni.

According o Jack M.
Harrell, hospital ad-
rginistrator, the remodeling
in- other arens of  the
hoapital ineluded adding a
four-ed recovery room,
renovation and enlarging
the hospital pharmacy as
well as the nurses station.
and adding » mew nurses
lounge with private lockers.
An offies lor the director of
nursing also was constric
ted.

There are new services

availshle for  patients
because of new equipment.
which the hospital

auxiliary, known as The
Pink Ladies, helped make
possible. For instance, the
Pink Ladies paid $10,000 of
the $47,000 cost of the new
Zero Mamography unit,
manufactured by the
medical division of Xerox
Corp. The pink ladies also
gave the hospital the Fetal
Heart Monitor which costs
about $7.600. That machine
grives doctors a new Lool to
more scurately monitor the
health of unborn children,
eapecially at the eritical
time just before and during
delivery. The mamography
unit is the "state of the art”
in delection of breasi can
cer, ils primary function,
but it can “see” other things
an X-Ray machine would
ol

Also in the radiology
department, a nuoclear
seanning machine and Ullra
Sound equipment have
been added through a con
tract with Lhe company Lhat
operates them. In the
laboratory, a new semi
automated chemistry
machine has been added. It
ineludes computerized prin
t-out and recording of lab
tesl results.

“Hesidents of Eagle Lake
and the surrounding area

should be very proud to
have a hospital of this
quality,” Harrell sald last
week in talking about the
expansion and renovation.
And. of note, is the [act
that there was no In
debeledness ineurred
elther with the eonstrue
tion, or with equipping and
furnishing the new areas,
The eommunity donsted
funds Lo cover equipment
and furniture costs, and ac
tual constriction expenses
were paid [rom the
hospital's funded
depreciation account.
Puting the new wing and
equipment inlo operation
means Engle Lake
Community Hospital has
eame.g long way since il
was chartered in 1967 as an
outgrowth of Laughlin
hospital that was privately
owned by doctors J. R
Laughlin, J. C. Laughlin
and Raymond Thomas It
now is one of the area’s
largest enterprises, bolh in
terms of number of em
ployes and in revenues,
Mare than 100 people work
there, and Lhe hospital's
annual payroll is over §1
million. For the year, the
hospital should generale

more than $8 million in
revenues. But as  ad
ministrator Harrell says, it
takes $235.000 monthly te
eover basic operstional
costs to keep the doors
open. Twelve hundred or
more patients are admitted
each year, with thousands
of dollars of free care given
to indigent patients an
nually.

The hospital is classed as
ageneral, short-term, acute
care hospital. It is fully se
erediled by the Jaoint
Commiltee on Accredits
tion ol Hospitals, and holds

membership in the
American Hospital
Association, and the Texas
Huspital Association.

Service is furnished under
the federal medicare and
medicaid programs also.
The hospital is operated
through a board of directors
that originally included the
late Mra. Annette Rogers
who served as president, J.
H. Clipson Sr., Charles [.
Stephens, Bob  Ashby,
Lorell Dye and William H.
Harrison Sr. Several years
ago the board was in-
creased to nine members,
and currenily includes
Harrison who is chairman of

The breeze keeps Lthe flags flapping in front of Eagle Lake Community Hospital. In the

right of the pieture, a portion of the new wing ecan be seen. Just to the right center of
the photo is the entrance to the Emergency Room.

the executive committee,
Stephens who is treasurer,
and Ashby who s
secrelary, as well as new
members W, W, Shuart, W,
M. Lehrer who is viee
president, Steve Halas who
is chairman of the education
and quality assurance com
mittee, Anthony Kallina
who is a4 member of the ex:
eculive commitlee,
Wayne Corman who s
chalrman of the building
and pgrounds committee,
and Mrs. Eunice Froka who
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The Fetal Heart Monitor, shown here in one of the delivery recovery rooms,

is publicity chairman
Shuart is chairman of the
board.

Harrison, who heads the
execulive commitiee, will
freely  talk about the
(neility’s dediented,
professional stafl of em
ployes and physicians, that
take the time throughout
the year to keep up with the
ever changing knowledge
aboul their fields

For the beneflil of patien
is, the hospital is associated
with the Life Flight
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program through Herman
Hospital, that in life
threatening situntions tran
sporis emergency patients
to Houston via helicopler.
That Night easily euts 30 Lo
46 minutes off the trip. as
well as provides onboard
medieal care by a doctor
and trauma trained RN
nurse, That fight is an ad
ditional cost flem, starting
ot $160 for the lift-off fee
und $6 per mile, plus sup
plies.

Bul when patients need

-

was purchased by The Pink Ladies, and donated to the hospital.

Consulting Staff:

E. J. Taegel, M.D,
Nicholas Papadakas, M.D.
(rary Agpelt, M.D.
Carlos Zorrilla, M.D,
Tom Haneher, M.D,

E. L. Bigelow, M.D.

0. Varona, M.D,

L. Gietz, M.ID,

Thomas Weil, D.D.S.
James Kennedy, D.D.5
Henton Baker, M.D.

Romeéo Fortin, M.D.

Rosemarie Roquemore, D.D.B,

Ramon F. Diaz, M.D,

Orihopedies
Orthopedics
Urology
Cardiology
Interna) Medicine
Pathology
Pathology
Pathology
Oral Surgery
Oral Surgery
Gynecology

& Obstetries
Padiatrics
Dentistry
General Surgery

Above, The expansion ereated new patient rooms,
like this semi-private room to help make your stay
comfortable. Left, is some of the new equipment

in the Radiology

Department associated with the

hospital. Below, from left, Margie Hlavinka,

“Rhonds Vernon, and Debbie Truede work at the—
expanded nurses station.

Active Stalf:
R. Raymond Thomas, M.D.
Chiel of Stafl
C. Curtis Laughlin, M.D.
Viee Chief of Stall
Harold L. Griffin, M.D.
Secretary
Jose M. Ugarte, M.D,
R. Russell Thomas, 1.0,
0. P. Copeland, M.D
Steve Edwards, 10.D.5.

Family Practice
Family Practice
Molaryngology
Family Practice
Family Practice

Radiology
Dentistry

Right, hospital pharmacist John Paslay werks in
the expanded Pharmacy. Below right, Peggy

Diets®® prepares some
made available with the

of the new equipment
help of the Pink Ladies.

Below, at the end of the counter is the new
laboratory computer, that speeds lab work when

physicians need it most.

-
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specialists for eonsultation
and ndditional medical ser
viee, Lhe hospital has a con
sulting stafl of physicians
that are on eall Lo the
hospital.  decreasing the
need to refler patients to
Houston and eutbing the
cost of such Lrips.

“The first time I walked
through this  building,”
Harrell says, "1 couldn’t
believe that a eommunity
this size had 5 hospital Chat
was 8o well equipped.”

“What impreased me so
much wis what | found in
side,” he adds, “not only is
the hospital well equipped,
but the stafl is exesllent.”

Departmental managers
at  Communily Hospital
include Mrs. Anna Kessner,

director of nursing ser
viees; Mra. Ruth E. Nelson,
operaling room supervisor;
Don Rishe, physical ther-
apy: Dennis Connor, inhal
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ation therapy: Jane Blaha, @

anesthesia;
central stores and purrhu
ing; Peggry Dietseh, radiol
ogy: Mrs. Barbara Taylor.

Lovie Girndt, &

wi

medical laboratory; Mrs. ©
Dorothy Newsom, food -
serviee  director; Mra
Jeweline Fling, execulive
housekesper; Domingo
Castillo, head maintenance
engineer: Betty Kana,

bookkeeping: Mrs. Patricia
Seaholm, business  office

manager; Darlene Dornak,
chiel medieal record librar
inn, snd John Paslay, diree
tor of pharmacy,
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